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Byelaws made by the Council of the London Borough of Bexley as to Parks, Open Spaces and Recreation
Grounds

Byelaws made by The Mayor and Burgesses of the London Borough of Bexley, acting by the Council, under
section 164 of the Public Health Act 1875, section 15 of the Open Spaces Act 1906 and sections 12 and 15
of the Open Spaces Act 1906 for the regulation of pleasure grounds and open spaces.

Interpretation

1. Throughout these byelaws the expression “the Council” means The Mayor and Burgesses of the
London Borough of Bexley acting by the Council and the expression “the pleasure ground” means,
except where otherwise stated or inconsistent with the context, each of the pleasure grounds
names in the First Schedule of these byelaws.

Acts of Officers

An act necessary to the proper execution of his duty in the pleasure ground by an officer of the Council, or
by any person or servant of any person employed by the Council, shall not be deemed an offence against
these byelaws.

Entrance and Exit Only by Appointed Gates

2. Aperson shall not enter or leave any pleasure ground specified in the Second Schedule to these
byelaws otherwise than through one of the gates, wickets, passages or openings provided by the
Council as the authorised means if entrance or egress from the pleasure ground.

Climbing of Walls and Removal of Barriers

3. Aperson shall notin the pleasure ground:
i) climb any wall or fence in or enclosing the pleasure ground, or any tree, or a barrier, railing,
post or other erection.
ii) without reasonable excuse remove or displace any barrier, railing, post, table or seat or any
part of any erection or ornament, or any implement provided for such use in the laying out
or maintenance in the pleasure ground.

Metal Detectors

4. Apersonshall notinthe areas listed in the Third Schedule hereto use any device designed or
adapted for detecting or locating any metal or mineral in the ground.

Poultry etc... not to be brought into ground

5. Aperson shall not bring or cause to be brought into the pleasure ground any poultry, cattle, sheep,
goats or pigs or any beast of draught or burden, unless in pursuance of an agreement with the
Council, or otherwise in the exercise of any lawful right or privilege, he is authorised to do so.
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Prohibition of Vehicles

6. i) A person shall not except in the exercise of any lawful right or privilege bring or cause to be
brought into the pleasure ground any barrow, truck, machine or vehicle other than to:

a) awheeled bicycle or other similar machine.

b) awheelchair or perambulator drawn or propelled by hand and used solely for the
conveyance of a child or children or an invalid.

c) aninvalid carriage complying with the requirements and used in accordance with the
conditions prescribed by regulations under Section 20 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled
Persons Act 1970.

Provided that where the Council set apart a space in the pleasure ground for the use of any class of
vehicle, this byelaw shall not be deemed to prohibit the driving in or to that space by aroute,
described in a notice-board affixed or set up in some conspicuous position in the pleasure ground,
from the entrance to the pleasure ground of any vehicle of the class for which it is set apart.

In these byelaws the expression “vehicle” includes motor vehicles, motor cycles and bicycles.

i) aperson shall not except in the exercise of any lawful right or privilege ride any bicycle, or
other similar machine in any part of the pleasure ground.

iii) a personal shall not in the pleasure ground ride or drive any machine or vehicle at such a
speed or in such a manner as to cause danger to other persons in the pleasure ground or
without reasonable consideration for such persons.

iv) aperson shall notin the pleasure ground skate onrollers, skateboards, wheels or other
mechanical contrivances to the danger of other persons using the pleasure ground.

Vehicles not to be wheeled over Flower Beds

7. Aperson who brings a vehicle into the pleasure ground shall not wheel or station it over or upon:
i) any flower bed, shrub, plant, fine turf or any ground in course of horticultural preparation as
a flower bed, or for the growth of any tree, shrub, plant or fine turf.
ii) any part of the pleasure ground where the Council by a notice board affixed or set up in
some conspicuous position in the pleasure ground prohibit its being wheeled or stationed.

Posting of Bills
8. A person shall not without the consent of the Council in writing affix any bill, placard, or notice, to
or upon any wall or fence in or enclosing the pleasure ground, or to upon any tree, or plant, or to or
upon any part of any building, barrier, or railing, or of any seat, or of any other erection or ornament
in the pleasure ground.
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Unauthorised Persons not to trample of Flower Beds

9. Apersonshall notin the pleasure ground walk, run, stand, sit or lie upon:
i) any grass, turf or other place where adequate notice to keep off such grass, turf or other
place shall be placed.
Provided that such notice shall not apply to more than one-fifth of the area of the pleasure
ground.
ii) any flower bed, shrub, or plant, or any ground in course of preparation as a flower bed, or for
the growth of any tree, shrub or plant.

Model Boats

10. i) Where any part of the lake in the pleasure ground has, by a notice conspicuously exhibited in the
pleasure ground, been set apart by the Council for the operation of power-driven or radio-
controlled model boats, a person shall not operate or permit any such model boats to operate in any
other part of the lake.

ii) apersonshall not,in any part of the lake in the pleasure ground so set apart by the Council
for the operation of power-driven or radio-controlled model boats, operate such model

boats:
a. exceptonthe days and during the hours specified in the following table:
Days Hours
Saturday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Provided that this byelaw shall not be deemed to prohibit the operation of such model boats during
hours other than those specified in the foregoing table by a person in pursuance of an agreement
with the Council.

a) unless, subject to paragraph (c) below the model boat is fitted with an effectual silencer or

similar device.
b) paragraph (b) above shall not have effect in relation to a model boat to which the fitting of a

silencer or similar device is not reasonably practicable.

In this byelaw the expression “power-driven model boat” means any model boat driven by steam,
the combustion of petrol vapour or other combustible substances, or electricity and the expression
“radio-controlled model boat” means any model boat controlled by a radio signal from a wireless
transmitter or similar device.

Wading and Bathing

11. A person shall not in the pleasure ground:
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i) bathe, wade, paddle or wash, in any ornamental lake, pond, stream or other water.

Provided that this prohibition shall not be deemed to prohibit bathing, paddling or wading where
the Council set aside any lake, pond, stream or other water for the purpose of bathing or wading as
may be indicated in a notice affixed or set up in some conspicuous position near thereto.

ii) without reasonable excuse foul or pollute any such water.
iii) intentionally break or damage any ice on any such water or go or attempt to go upon any
suchiice.

Disturbing Animals

iv) without lawful excuse or authority in the ground kill, molest or intentionally disturb any
animal, bird or fish or engage in hunting, shooting or fishing or the setting of traps or nets or
the laying of snares.

Launching of Boats

v) launch any craft, boat or floating apparatus of any description where the Council indicate by
a notice conspicuously exhibited by any water on the land that the launching of any craft,
boat or floating apparatus of any description is prohibited.

vi) place on any ornamental lake, pond, stream or other water any boat except in pursuance of
an agreement with the Council.

Dogs
12. i) Except as provided by (iv) hereof and notwithstanding (ii) and (iii) hereof a person shall not cause
or suffer any dog belonging to him or in his charge to enter or remain in the pleasure ground or the
parts of the pleasure ground, as the case may be, named in Fourth Schedule hereto.

i) except as provided by (iv) hereof and subject to (i) and (iii) hereof a person shall not
cause or suffer any dog belonging to him or in his charge to enter or remain in the
pleasure ground unless such dog be and continue to be under proper control and be
effectively restrained from causing annoyance to any person and from worrying,
disturbing, injuring or destroying any animal or fowl, and from entering any lake, pond,
stream, paddling pool, ornamental water or other water and from damaging any flower
bed, shrub or plant or any ground in course of preparation as a flower bed or for the
growth of any tree, shrub or plant.

iii) except as provided by (iv) hereof and subject to (i) and (ii) hereof a person shall not cause
or suffer any dog belonging to him or in his charge to enter or remain in the pleasure
grounds named in the Fifth Schedule hereto unless such dog is held on a lead not
exceeding two metres in length.
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iv) the prohibitions imposed by (i), (ii), (iii) and (iv) hereof shall not be deemed to apply to a
blind person in respect of a dog kept and used solely by him for his guidance.

Playing Games

13. Where the Council set apart any such part of the pleasure ground as may be fixed by the Council,
and described in a notice board affixed or set up in some conspicuous position in the pleasure
ground for the purpose of any game specified in the notice board, which, by reason of the rules or
manner of playing, or for the prevention of damage, danger or discomfort to any personin the
pleasure ground may necessitate, at any time during the continuance of the game, the exclusive use
by the player or players of any space in such elsewhere in the pleasure ground play or take partin
any game so specified in such manner as to exclude persons not playing or taking part in the game
from the use of such a space.

Matches

14. A person resorting to the pleasure ground and playing or taking part in any game for which the
exclusive use of any space in the pleasure ground has been set apart shall:

i) notplay on the space any game other than the game for which it is set apart.

i) in preparing for playing and in playing, use reasonable care to prevent undue interference
with the proper use of the pleasure ground by other persons.

iii) when the space is already occupied by other players, not begin to play thereon without their
permission.

iv) Where the exclusive use of the space has been granted by the Council for the playing of a
match, not play on that space later than a quarter of an hour before the time fixed for the
beginning of the match unless he is taking part therein.

v) except where the exclusive use of the space has been granted by the Council for the playing
of amatch heis taking part, not use the space for a longer time than two hours continuously
if any other player or players make known to him a wish to use the space provided that in
the case of any game of lawn tennis he shall not use the space for a longer time than one
hour continuously in the like circumstances.

Ground Unfit

15. A person shall not in any part of the pleasure ground which may have been set apart by the Council
for any game play or take part in any game when the state of the ground or other cause makes it
unfit for use or when such an area has been prepared for a game and a notice is set up in some
conspicuous position prohibiting play in that part of the pleasure ground.

Dangerous Sports

16. A person shall not in the pleasure ground:
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i) use agolf club to putt, drive, pitch or chip a solid golf ball except where the Council set apart
any such part of the recreation ground for that purpose.

ii) engage in the sports or pursuits of archery or discus, shot, hammer or javelin throwing
except in any area which by notice conspicuously displayed the Council set aside for such
sports or pursuits.

Erecting Tents, Booths etc...

17. A person shall not in the pleasure ground:
i) except as hereinafter provided erect any post, rail, fence, pole, tent, booth, stand, building or
other structure.

Provided that this prohibition shall not apply where upon an application to the Council they grant
permission to erect any post, rail, fence, pole, tent, booth, stand, building or other structure upon
such occasion and for such purpose as are specified in the application.

ii) sell or offer or expose for sale, or let to hire, or offer or expose for letting to hire, any
commodity or article, unless, in pursuance of an agreement with the Council, or otherwise in
the exercise of any lawful right or privilege, he is authorised to sell or let to hire in the
pleasure ground such commodity or article.

iii) distribute any book, pamphlet, leaflet, card, bill, advertisement or literature of any kind so as
to give reasonable cause for annoyance to any other person using the ground.

Playgrounds for Children

18. Where the Council set apart any such part of the pleasure ground as may be fixed by the Council
and may be described in a notice board affixed or set up in some conspicuous position in the
pleasure ground for the purpose of a playground for children, a person over the age of fourteen
years and not in charge of a child or children under that age, shall not play or take part in any game
in such part of the pleasure ground.

Public Meetings

19. A personal shall not in the pleasure ground hold or take part in any meeting or public procession
provided that nothing in this byelaw shall be deemed to prohibit the holding of Remembrance Day
services or other civic services or other civic meetings held in the ground.

Horses

20. i) A person shall not except in the exercise of any lawful right or privilege lead or ride any horse in
the pleasure ground. Provided this byelaw shall not apply to the pleasure grounds known as Stable
Meadows, North Cray Place and Chalk Wood.

i) where any part of the pleasure ground known as Stable Meadows, North Cray Place or
Chalk Wood has by a notice exhibited in a conspicuous position in the entrance thereto,
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been set apart by the Council as a horse ride and exercise area, a personal shall not, except
in the exercise of any lawful right or privilege lead or ride a horse on any part of that
pleasure ground.

Obstruction or Disturbance of Officers

21. A person shall not in the pleasure ground intentionally obstruct, disturb or annoy any other person
in the proper use of the pleasure ground or intentionally obstruct, disturb any officer of the Council
in the proper execution of his duty, or any person or servant of any person employed by the Council
in the proper execution of any work in connection with the laying out of maintenance of the
pleasure ground.

Penalty

22. Every person who shall offend against any of these byelaws shall be liable on summary conviction to
a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds.

Removal of Offenders from the ground

23. Every person who shall infringe any byelaw for the regulation of the pleasure ground may be
removed therefrom by any office of the Council, or by any constable, in any of the several cases
hereinafter specified, that is to say:

i) where the infraction of the byelaw is committed within the view of such officer or constable,
and the name and residence of the person infringing the byelaw are unknown and cannot be
readily ascertained by such officer or constable.

ii) where the infraction of the byelaw is committed within the view of such officer or constable
and from the nature of such infraction, or from any other fact of which such officer or
constable may have knowledge, or of which he may be credibly informed, there may be
reasonable ground for belief that the continuance in the pleasure ground of the person
infringing the byelaw, or that the removal of such person from the pleasure ground is
otherwise necessary as a security for the proper use of the regulation thereof.

Revocation of Byelaws

24. The following byelaws are hereby revoked:

a) byelaws with respect to pleasure grounds made by the Urban District Council of Erith on
the fourteenth day of January 1936 and confirmed by the Minister of Health on the fourth
day of February 1936 as amended by the byelaws made on the seventeenth day of June
1940 and the first day of July 1950 and confirmed by the Minister of Health and Secretary
of State on the nineteenth day of August 1940 and the eighth day of September 1950.

b) byelaws with respect to pleasure grounds made by the Urban District Council of Crayford
on the twenty eighth day of April 1948 and confirmed by the Secretary of State on the
eighth day of June 1948.
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d)

Grounds

byelaws with respect to pleasure grounds made by the Corporation of Bexley on the thirty
first day of January 1939 and confirmed by the Minister of Health on the ninth day of March
1939 as amended by a byelaw made by the said Corporation on the fifteenth day of January
1959 and confirmed by the Secretary of State on the third of March 1959.

byelaws with respect to pleasure grounds known as Sidcup (Longlands) Recreation Ground
and Waring Park in the Urban District Council of Sidcup on the twentieth day of January
1932 and confirmed by the Minister of Health on the thirtieth day of March 1932.

byelaws with respect to pleasure grounds and open space made by the Urban District
Council of Chislehurst and Sidcup on the third day of August 1963 and confirmed by the
Secretary of State on the second day of October 1963.
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First Schedule, Part 1

Pleasure Grounds Regulated under Section 164 of the

Publlc Health Act 1875

Abbey Hill Park, Sidcup

Abbey Wood Recreation Ground, Erith
Belvedere Recreation Ground

Bexley Woods, Bexley

Beverley Woods, Sidcup

Biggs Hill Woods, Bexley

Bursted Woods, Bexleyheath

Chalk Wood, North Cray

Church Road Recreation Ground, Foots Cray
Craydene Open Space, Slade Green
Danson Mead, Bexleyheath

Danson Park, Bexleyheath

Erith Recreation Ground

Erith Stadium

Foots Cray Meadows

Foots Cray Recreation Ground, Foots Cray
Franks Park, Erith

Groombridge Close Open Space, Welling
Holly Hill Open Space, Erith

Howbury Lane Open Space, Slade Green
King George’s Playing Field, Bexleyheath
King George’s Playing Field, Sidcup
Lamorbey Open Space, Sidcup

Lodge Hill, Welling

Marlborough Park, Sidcup

Martens Grove, Crayford

Mayplace Sports Fields

Midfield Parade, Crayford
Northumberland Heath Recreation Ground
Old Farm Park, Sidcup

Parish Woods, Sidcup

Parkhurst Gardens, Bexley

Penhill Park, Sidcup

Riverside Gardens, Erith (including Railway Station Wharf)

Riverside Walk, Bexley
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e Russell Park, Bexleyheath

e Rutland Shaw, Bexley

e St Mary’s Recreation Ground, Bexley
e St Paulinus Gardens, Crayford

e Shenstone, Crayford

e Shoulder-of-Mutton Green

e Sidcup Place

e Station Road Open Space

e Stevens Park, Welling

e Streamway Open Space

e TheCrescent

e TheGlade

e TheGreen

e TheGreen

e TheOval

e TheWarren

e Waring Park

e Waterside Gardens

¢ West Heath Recreation Ground
e  Whitehall Lane Recreation Ground
e Willersley Park

Part 2
Pleasure Grounds Regulated under Section 15 of the
Open Spaces Act 1906

Berwick Crescent, Sidcup
e Eastcote Gardens, Welling
e Hurst Recreation Ground, Bexley
¢ Old Manor Way Playground, Crayford
e Palmar Gardens, Bexleyheath
e Slade Green Recreation Ground (Whitehall Lane / Hazel Drive)
e Steeple Avenue Memorial Gardens, Bexleyheath
e The Dell, Crayford
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Part 3
Pleasure Grounds Regulated under Sections 12 and 15
of the Open Spaces Act 1906

Beechwood Crescent, Bexleyheath
e Bexley Road Open Space
e Birch Walk Public Open Space
e Crayford Way Gardens
e East Wickham Open Space, Welling
e Erith Road/Barnehurst Avenue Open Space, Erith
e Foots Cray Common, Sidcup
e Foots Cray Gardens
e Hales Field, Sidcup
¢ Holly Oak Wood Park, Sidcup
e Hurst Road / Parkhill Road Open Space, Bexley
e |ron Mill Lane Gardens, Crayford
e Jolly Farmers Open Space, Crayford
e Longlands Recreation Ground, Sidcup
e LongLlane Playground, Bexleyheath
e Mitchells Field
e North Cray Place
e Stoneham Park

Part4

Pleasure Grounds Regulated partly under Section 164 of
the Public Health Act 1875 and partly under Sections 12
and 15 of the Open Spaces Act 1906

e Hall Place, Bexley
e Royal Park Open Space
e Stable Meadows

Second Schedule
e Abbey Hill Park, Sidcup
e Abbey Wood Recreation Ground, Erith
e Belvedere Recreation Ground
e Danson Park, Bexleyheath
e Erith Recreation Ground
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e Erith Stadium

e Hall Place, Bexley (Ornamental gardens area)
e King George’s Playing Field, Bexleyheath

e King George’s Playing Field, Sidcup

e Lodge Hill, Welling

e Marlborough Park, Sidcup

e Northumberland Heath Recreation Ground

e Old Manor Way Playground, Crayford

e Russell Park, Bexleyheath

e Steeple Avenue Memorial Gardens, Bexleyheath
e Stevens Park, Welling

e Stoneham Park

e The Dell, Crayford

e The Green, Welling

e Waring Park, Sidcup

¢ West Heath Recreation Ground, Bexleyheath
e Willersley Park, Sidcup

Third Schedule
Pleasure Grounds or parts thereof where a Metal

Detector shall not be used

e Abbey Hill Park, Sidcup (Rose bed and football pitch)

e Abbey Wood Recreation Ground (Flower, shrub, rose beds and lawns)

e Belvedere Recreation Ground (Gardens and lawn areas)

e Beverley Woods, Sidcup (Whole pleasure ground)

e Bursted Woods (Fine turf areas on pitch and putt greens)

e Chalk Wood (Whole pleasure ground)

e Crayford Way Gardens (Lawn areas and flower beds)

e Danson Mead (Lawn areas and flower beds)

e Danson Park (Lawn areas, flower beds, Old English Garden, rock garden, water garden, heather
garden, pitch and putt greens, putting green, grass tennis courts, bowling greens, naturalised bulb
areas, football pitches, shrub border, Mansion Gardens, lacrosse pitches and playground area)

e Eastcote Gardens (Shrub borders)

e East Wickham Open Space (Football pitches)

e Erith Recreation Ground (Ornamental flower beds and lawns, bowling green and football pitch)

e Erith Stadium (Whole pleasure ground)

e Foots Cray Gardens (Whole pleasure ground)
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Hall Place (Ornamental gardens and lawns, cricket tables, football pitches and Cricket Practice
Wickets)
Howbury Lane Open Space (Football pitch)
Hurst Recreation Ground (Football pitch)
Iron Mill Lane Gardens (Lawns and flower beds)
King George’s Playing Field, Sidcup (Cricket tables, football pitches, shrub borders, rose beds and
lawns)
Longlands Recreation Ground (Football pitches)
Marlborough Park, Sidcup (Football pitch and shrub borders)
Martens Grove, Crayford (Lawns, flower beds, woodland and putting green)
Mayplace Sports Field (Whole pleasure ground)
Midfield Parade (Whole pleasure ground)
Northumberland Heath Recreation Ground (Bowling green, football pitches, hockey pitch, rugby
pitches and ornamental gardens)
Old Manorway Playground (Playground, tennis courts and ornamental areas)
Parish Wood, Sidcup (Five-a-side football pitches)
Parkhurst Gardens (Whole pleasure ground)
Penhill Park (Football pitches and entrance, shrub bushes and Sherwood Park Avenue)
Riverside Gardens (Whole pleasure ground)
Riverside Walk (Ornamental gardens)
Russell Park (Bowling green, shrub borders, ornamental lawns, rose garden, flower beds and
football pitches)
Rutland Shaw (Whole pleasure ground)
St Mary’s Recreation Ground, Bexley (Football and rugby pitch)
St Paulinus Gardens, Crayford (Whole pleasure ground)
Shenstone (Junior football pitch)
Sidcup Place (Ornamental lawns and gardens, pitch and putt greens and putting green)
Slade Green Recreation Ground (Cricket table)
Stable Meadows (Football pitches)
Steeple Avenue Memorial Gardens (Whole pleasure ground)
Steven’s Park, Welling (Shrub borders)
Stoneham Park (Whole pleasure ground)
The Crescent, Sidcup (Whole pleasure ground)
The Dell, Crayford Way (Whole pleasure ground)
The Glade, Sidcup (Whole pleasure ground)
The Green, Welling (Whole pleasure ground)
The Oval, Sidcup (Whole pleasure ground)
Waring Park, Sidcup (Hockey pitches, cricket practice wicket, cricket table, ornamental lawns, rose
garden and shrub borders)
Waterside Gardens, Crayford (Whole pleasure ground)
14
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West Heath Recreation Ground (Bowling green, flower garden with lawns and shrub borders)
Willersley Park, Sidcup (Rose beds)

Fourth Schedule
Pleasure Grounds or parts thereof where any Dog shall
not enter or remain

Abbey Wood Recreation Ground, Erith (Whole pleasure ground)

Belvedere Recreation Ground (Whole north side and the Children’s Playground on the south side)
Danson Park, Bexleyheath (Tennis courts, bowling greens, children’s playground, Old English
Garden, rock garden, water garden, Mansion Garden, pitch and putt course, putting green, North
Lodge, East Lodge, South Lodge and West Lodge)

Erith Recreation Ground (Playground and tennis courts)

Erith Stadium (Whole pleasure ground)

Franks Park, Erith (Children’s playground)

Hall Place, Bexley (Ornamental gardens)

King George’s Playing Field, Bexleyheath (Children’s playground)

King George’s Playing Field, Sidcup (Children’s playground and cricket pitches)

Lodge Hill, Welling (Whole pleasure ground including playground)

Mayplace Sports Field (Whole pleasure ground including bowling green)

Northumberland Heath Recreation Ground (Tennis courts, bowling green, children’s playground
and cricket pitches)

Old Manor Way, Crayford (Whole pleasure ground)

Riverside Walk, Bexley (Tennis courts and ornamental area in the section between Crofton Avenue
and EImwood Drive including the children’s playground)

Russell Park, Bexleyheath (Bowling green, tennis courts, flower gardens and children’s playground)
Slade Green Recreation Ground (Children’s playground and cricket pitches in Whitehall Lane /
Hazel Drive)

Stevens Park, Welling (South side containing 19430sq.m and having a depth on east side of 158m)
Stoneham Park (Whole pleasure ground)

The Dell, Crayford (Whole pleasure ground including children’s playground)

The Green, Welling (Children’s play areas and tennis courts)

Waring Park, Sidcup (Children’s playground and tennis courts)

West Heath Recreation Ground, Erith (Bowling green, children’s playground, tennis courts and
flower garden)

Willersley Park, Sidcup (Children’s playground and tennis courts)

Fifth Schedule

Marlborough Park, Sidcup
15
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The Common Seal of The Mayor and Burgesses of The London Borough of Bexley was hereunto affixed this
Sixteenth day of September 1986 in the presence of:

J.W. Stewart, Mayor
A.A. Burgess, Management Secretary L.S.

The foregoing byelaws are hereby confirmed by the Secretary of State and shall come into operation on the
25th day of March 1987.

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State
Q.J. Thomas

An Assistant Under-Secretary of State

12 March 1987

Home Office

London, SW1L.S.
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